Civil Courage Society

In Honour of Wallenberg and Sugihara
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Swedish diplomat in 1944 in Budapest, Hungary, at great
personal risk, saved thousands of lives
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Mary Kitagawa, OBC, raised awareness of the injustices suffered in World War Two by
Japanese-Canadian students. She overcame indifference and discrimination, resulting in
UBC granting honorary degrees to 76 students who were interned before graduating.

2019 Raoul Wallenberg Day
Civil Courage Award recipient:
Mary Kitagawa
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Doctors without Borders (Médecins sans Frontiéres, MSF), whose members show incredible
civil courage in war zones and elsewhere daily, was introduced by Dr. Joseph Copeland.

2017 Raoul Wallenberg Day
Civil Courage in Today’s World:
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The Honourable Ujjal Dosanjh stood up against violent extremism to help others and was
physically attacked for his courage.

2015 Raoul Wallenberg Day
Civil Courage Award recipient:
The Honourable Ujjal Dosanjh
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Chiune Sugihara
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Japanese diplomat in 1940 in Kaunas, Lithuania, disobeying
orders and risking his career, saved thousands of lives
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BC lawyer, Alayne Fleischmann, while working at a large bank in New York, discovered
and tried to stop “massive securities fraud”, risking her job. Bank practices like this led to the

2008 global financial crisis. US justice authorities called her as a witness and fined the bank
$9 billion.

2018 Raoul Wallenberg Day
Civil Courage Award recipient:
Alayne Fleischmann n absentio)
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Chief Dr. Robert Joseph, at significant personal risk and after facing severe oppression,
courageously stood up against social injustice to help others, particularly bringing attention
to the effects of residential schools.

2016 Raoul Wallenberg Day
Civil Courage Award recipient:
Chief Dr. Robert Joseph
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Sir Nicholas Winton, was an Englishman who organized the rescue of 669 Czech and
Slovak children just before the outbreak of World War II. His selfless acts of civil courage
are a model for us all.

2014 Raoul Wallenberg Day
Film about Sir Nicholas Winton:

Nicky’s Family
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